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FACULTY ENHANCEMENT OPPORTUNITY (FEO) APPLICATION 

DUE TO FEO CENTRAL TASK FORCE MARCH 1, 2010 

Name (last, first): _______________________________________________ 

UF ID: ________________________________________________________ 

Email address: _________________________________________________ 

Type of Appointment (check):  _____tenured            _____tenure-track 

        _____clinical track    _____other (_____________) 

Date of Appointment to UF Faculty (month/year):  _____________________ 

Date Tenure Awarded, if applicable, (month/year):___________________ 

College:  ______________________________________________________ 

Department:  ___________________________________________________ 

  Total Central FEO Funds Requested: _______________________________ 

  Total College/Department Funds to be Provided: ______________________ 

  Any Other Funds to be Applied, if applicable: ________________________ 

  GRAND TOTAL FOR FEO: ______________________________ 

 
Anticipated Award Date: _______________________________________ 
FEO Activity Date: Start (mo/yr) ______________ End (mo/yr) __________________ 
 
ABSTRACT: (Provide one paragraph describing your proposed FEO project in a way that can be 
understood by colleagues outside your discipline, alumni, and educated members of the general 
public. 
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Please submit a 2-4 page curriculum vitae / resume with your application. (Please do not 
submit a longer CV.)  
 
 
GOALS FOR FEO: 
(List 3 to 5 succinct goals) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FEO PLAN/ACTIVITIES/SCHEDULES:  
(Describe in the space allotted on pp. 2-3 of this form; plan cannot exceed one calendar year for 
out of unit faculty; or 15 weeks for in-unit faculty.) 
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FEO PLAN/ACTIVITIES/SCHEDULES: (Continued: page 2 of 2) 
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OUTCOMES OF FEO: (Remember that you will be asked to submit a report of your 
accomplishments at the conclusion of the FEO. Please prepare this section with that report in 
mind.) 
 
A. List specific outcomes of this FEO related to your own professional growth and 

development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B. List specific benefits of this FEO to your department, college and/or the university overall. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHECK ONE:  I agree (    ) or I do not agree (    ) that my proposal (WITHOUT budget 
information), if successful, can be shared with others applying for FEOs. 
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	Text17: 
	Text18: July 1, 2010
	Text19: August 15, 2010
	Text20: This FEO project focuses on my primary line of research, assessment, measurement, and evaluation in music education. Specifically, I seek to advance my knowledge and practice of item response theory (IRT) modeling in large scale music assessment, and continue my work to advance the knowledge and practice of assessment in music education world wide. This award will allow me to travel to Bremen, Germany, Beijing, China, and Taipei, Taiwan to meet and work on site with highly respected colleagues in music education who specialize in current research in this area. In addition to working on data analysis for the German national music assessment, Project Komus, this award will provide much needed time for me to work directly with fellow researchers in Bremen on the analysis of data from the Florida Music Assessment (FMA). As Chair of the Florida Music Assessment Task Force, this would be an unprecedented opportunity for me to work with our data (our most recent elementary music field test provided results from 9,473 4th grade music students) and to plan the data analysis for future FMA administrations. This grant will also allow much needed time for on-site discussion and planning of the 3rd and 4th International Symposia on Assessment in Music Education. I founded this series of international symposia 2007 and convened the second one in 2009, both at the University of Florida. The 3rd and 4th symposia will be collaborative events that are jointly sponsored and planned with colleagues at their universities in Europe and Asia. The 3rd symposium will take place in Bremen, Germany, in March 2011, and it is a joint collaboration between the University of Florida and the University of Bremen. My colleagues in Taipei are interested in collaborating on the 2013 symposium and co-hosting it at National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei. In Beijing, I will attend the 29th World Conference of the International Society for Music Education, where I will chair a symposium on "Assessment Practices across Cultures and Continents" with researchers from Brazil, Germany, Taiwan, and Cyprus.  These opportunities are available specifically in summer 2010 and will not recur, making this the only time that I can complete this project. 
	Text21: As a result of this FEO, I will:1. Work with colleagues in Taiwan on the structure of their large scale music assessments, and begin planning discussions for the 4th International Symposium on Assessment in Music Education, proposed to take place in Taipei in 2013 and co-sponsored by U. Florida and the National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei Municipal University of Education, and the National Tai'chung University. 2. Work directly with researchers at the University of Bremen in the Item Response Theory (IRT) scaling and analysis of the national German music assessment, Project Komus.  3. Begin the IRT analysis of current data from the Florida Music Assessment and prepare for the collaborative analysis of future administrations of the Florida Music Assessment.4. Work with U. Bremen colleagues on details of our U. Florida - U. Bremen co-sponsored 3rd International Symposium on Assessment in Music Education, to be held in Bremen from March 8-11, 2011.5. Participate and present sessions on assessment in music education at the 29th Biennial World Conference of the International Society for Music Education (ISME) in Beijing, China. 
	Text22: This six week project will include travel to Taipei/Tai'chung, Taiwan, Bremen, Germany, and Beijing, China. The project dates are July 3, 2010 through August 14, 2010. If the FEO is awarded, I will purchase the language learning software (Rosetta Stone) and begin studying German and Mandarin as far in advance of the travel as possible.July 3-11, 2010 - Taipei and Tai'chung, Taiwan. I will accomplish Goal 1 in Taipei and Tai'chung. Goal 1: I plan to meet and work with developers of large scale music assessments in Taipei, Taiwan, at the National Taiwan Normal University (NTNU). This will also be an opportunity for me to discuss a proposed collaboration with researchers at NTNU, The Taipei Municipal University of Education (TMUE), and the National Tai'chung University (NTU) to cohost the 4th International Symposium on Assessment in Music Education in Spring 2013. I will meet with upper administration at these universities to present a proposal for the 4th symposium and to seek their cooperation. Additionally, if time and schedule allow, I will present lectures on large scale music assessment at NTNU and NTU. July 12-15, 2010 - I will review and organize the work completed in Taipei/Tai'chung (Goal 1) for presentation at the conference in Beijing (see Goal 5).July 16-27, 2010 - Bremen, Germany. In Bremen I will achieve Goals 2, 3, and 4. Goal 2: I will increase my knowledge of IRT modeling by working directly with internationally renowned German music education researchers Prof. Dr. Andreas Lehmann-Wermser, Anne-Katrin Jordan, and Jens Knigge, who specialize in IRT at the University of Bremen in their work on the national German Music Assessment, Project KoMUS. I will work with them directly on data analysis of their test results. I will also gain further understanding and facility with ConQuest software, used for IRT scaling and analysis of large-scale assessment results. 
	Text23: Goal 3: I will work with the Bremen researchers on the IRT analysis of the Elementary Phase 1 Florida Music Assessment data (N = 9,473). This data has been analyzed using classic test theory, and this effort will be the initial analysis and scaling using IRT. IRT analysis and scaling is used by the Florida Department of Education on the Math and Reading FCAT, and this work will bring our data analysis approach into alignment with theirs. This is significant because this will be the first time that a music assessment has been analyzed using IRT in Florida, and to my knowledge, in the United States. The DOE has neither the time nor the resources to work with us on IRT analysis of the FMA data. This is a unique opportunity to collaborate with my Bremen colleagues on this important Florida initiative.Goal 4: In addition to achieving goals 1 and 2, this site visit will provide additional time for planning and organizing the 3rd International Symposium on Assessment in Music Education, a collaborative event sponsored by the College of Fine Arts and U. Bremen. I worked with Andreas and Anne-Katrin in October 2009 for one week to pre-plan the event, to be held in Bremen from March 8-11, 2011. This visit will allow us to work on details related to meeting space, technology, and programming.July 28-30, 2010. I will review and organize the work completed in Bremen (Goals 2, 3, 4) for presentation at the conference in Beijing (see Goal 5).July 30, 2010 - August 7, 2010 - Beijing, China. I will accomplish Goal 5 in Beijing.Goal 5: In Beijing I will participate in the 29th World Conference of the International Society for Music Education (ISME), August 1-6, 2010.where I will chair a symposium on assessment in music education with four highly respected assessment and measurement in music education specialists from Brazil, Cyprus, Taiwan, and Germany. My portion of the presentation will include the results of my work in Taipei/Tai'chung and Bremen. I will continue my work to organize assessment researchers world wide as founding chair of ISME's first International Forum on Assessment, Measurement, and Evaluation, and attend important meetings related to my role as Co-Editor of the ISME publication, the International Journal of Music Education: Practice. August 8-14, 2010 - I will review and organize all of the project work and prepare an article for publication in the Bulletin of the Council for Research in Music Education or similar music education research journal. 
	Text24: If awarded, I will grow professionally through:1.  Increased knowledge and facility with the application of Item Response Theory scaling and analysis, and the software that is used for this purpose;2. Increased knowledge of assessment systems outside of the United States;3. The continued development of new contacts with assessment researchers across the world;4. Facilitation of my work to organize and convene assessment researchers world wide; and5. Becoming conversational in German and Mandarin (NOTE: if the FEO is awarded, the language learning work will begin as soon as possible after the funds are available, well in advance of the project start date.)
	Text25: 1. As the professor of record for the PhD course on Measurement and Evaluation in Music, the experience that this FEO project provides will strengthen the course content. I will be able to add more material and activities related to IRT approaches to item analysis, including demonstration of the ConQuest software. I will also be able to share additional international perspectives on large scale music assessments. 2. I am in the planning stages of developing a new track in the PhD in Music Education program on Assessment, Measurement, and Evaluation. I have begun preliminary talks regarding a graduate student internship in Bremen, Germany for UF students who are in this program. This track will attract more students to the PhD in Music Education program as this will be the only such emphasis available at the PhD level in the United States. 3. The College of Fine Arts and School of Music will become more widely known across the world as research units through this work, and internationally recognized  as a locus for assessment, measurement, evaluation research in music education.4. The reputation of the University of Florida as a comprehensive university will be enhanced because this type of academic research in the arts is unique; The Florida Music Assessment will be the only large scale music assessment in the United States that is analyzed using IRT. Additionally, I have just been appointed to the new UF Assessment Committee, and this work will enhance my service to the university.
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